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July 16, 2020 

Dear Liberty Parents and Community:  

I hope that everyone is having a safe summer and able to enjoy some summer activities within the parameters 
we are under at this time. 

Even though school is out for the summer, we are hard at work planning and preparing for the reopening of 
school in the fall.  I am continually in contact with state and regional leaders as school districts are working 
together in order to develop and be prepared to implement the best possible educational programs that we can 
for our students.  Some details are still shifting as the state is currently experiencing an increase in COVID-19 
cases, but here is a summary of what we know as of right now. Also, included here and below is the link to a 
short online survey we ask all families to please complete. 

What we do know now: 

• Masks/face shields will be required of students and staff.  Students may wear a shield instead of a cloth 
mask if they wish to do so.  Students will be able to remove masks when outside at recess.  Other breaks 
may be given during the day as well giving students an opportunity to go outside and remove their masks. 

• 6-foot social distancing will be required for those in an area with others for more than 15 minutes. This 
means students are fine passing each other in the halls or standing in line for short periods. 

• Given the social distancing requirements, classroom capacities may not allow a face-to-face opening for 
everyone to return to school at the same time, so a split schedule option is being developed and is outlined 
in more detail below. 

• Students will be assigned to cohort groups and will stay within that cohort as much as possible.  We are 
aware this will present a challenge for Junior High and High School students and schedules. 

• Non-essential visitors will be limited during the school day. 

• Everyone entering the building will be required to complete a health screening or attestation prior to 
entering.  Our district is looking into the possibility of a mobile app or web-based program that would allow 
parents to quickly and easily attest the health of each of their children each day.  This program would also 
aid the school in keeping track of who is/was in contact with others in case of a positive test for COVID-19. 

• Schools are required to develop a plan for “Continuous Learning 2.0.”  This means we will have an improved 
plan for at-home learning prepared and ready to go in the event schools are closed again. 

• A hybrid schedule is being developed which would divide students into two groups (A and B).  With the 
current distancing requirements, this is the schedule it appears we may be forced to implement to begin the 
year.  In this schedule, all students would be divided into two groups.  Family members would be assigned 
the same groupings.  Each group would attend school in the building at least two days per week and would 
participate in continued learning at home the other days of the week.  One day is being planned for no 
students in the building to allow time for teachers to work with their students online, work with home-study 
students, and to create video lessons for students.  This day will also be used for staff professional 
development focused on developing and continuing to deliver high quality learning opportunities for all 
students. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6KY5JPT


• A survey has been developed for parents. We ask that all families please complete the short survey which 
can be found at this link.  The parent survey will include questions about the A/B school week and provide 
an opportunity to share input about the lesson delivery during last year’s closure and what should be done 
moving forward.  The survey will also ask about Internet connectivity. For those homes that do not have 
Internet but that do have a cellular signal, the district may be able to provide a “Wi-Fi Hotspot” device. 

• Liberty will use Google Classroom as the districtwide platform for interacting and sharing information from 
teacher to student for consistency across all grade levels. 

• Alternative online learning curriculum programs are being researched as well. 

A reopening schools committee has been meeting and working on plans for the reopening of school.  The Office 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) today released their template for schools to follow in 
determining and designing the reopening plans for schools.  Our reopening committee will continue to work on 
building our back-to-school plan within the guidelines and requirements of the state.  The plan must be finalized 
and submitted to the state at least 2 weeks before the beginning of school.  School at this time is scheduled to 
start on Thursday, August 27. 

As we continue to move through the summer, I will continue to update you with any new changes related to the 
reopening of schools in the fall. 

If you have any questions related to the school or the district, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

In the meantime, please stay safe and enjoy your summer! 
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